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“Technology literacy, and a strong basis in computer science, can be 
a powerful way to empower the most marginalized, most needy 
people in society.”

“Every industry, every creative discipline, every line of work from 
farming to fashion, engineering to English, management to 
marketing, can be improved by including insights provided by being 
deeply technologically literate. It’s possible to teach computer 
science in a way where it amplifies the interests and ambitions that 
young people have in any discipline, and unlocks their full potential in 
whatever field they find meaningful.”

-Anil Dash
”It’s more than just “teach kids to code”



A little about myself…
Born: Toronto, Ontario

High School: Martingrove C.I.
Undergraduate: Lake Forest College 

Graduate: NEIU, Concordia
Teaching at Deerfield since 2004





   https://code.org/promote/il



Computer Science at 
Deerfield

⦿ Introduction to Programming (s)
⦿ AP Computer Science - Principles
⦿ AP Computer Science - A
⦿ Advanced Computer Science:                               

Data Structures and Algorithms Honors
⦿ iOS App Dev (Regular/Honors)



WHAT DO WE LEARN IN THIS 
CLASS?

⦿ This is a dynamic course designed to develop the 
fundamental skills necessary for success on the AP 
Computer Science A Exam. 

⦿ Beyond that, however, it is also a course that 
provides motivated students the opportunity to 
experience firsthand the enjoyment, challenge, and 
artistry of programming. 

⦿ This is NOT exclusively a course in Java, but rather it is 
more a course in structured programming. 

⦿ Perhaps of equal (if not more) importance is that this 
is a course in which students will have the 
opportunity to showcase the development of their 
unique and creative talents as programmers, while 
simultaneously helping each other develop the skills 
necessary to reach success both on the AP test and 
beyond. 



AP Computer Science

⦿ College Board sets the curriculum 
(http://apcentral.collegeboard.org)

⦿ Focus on Object-Oriented Programming 
and Design

⦿ Algorithms, simple data structures, coding 
style all shared emphases through Q1 and 
Q2 and 1/3 of Q3

⦿ Major-scale Q3 project (guided)
⦿ Q4:  Prep for AP Test, then independent 

project

http://apcentral.collegeboard.org/


AP Test

⦿ 66,000 students took the APCS-A test in 
2018



Course Information⦿ DHS Website
⦿ Infinite Campus
⦿ Schoology (lms.dist113.org)
⦿ Grade 

› Assessments 45%
› Assignments 45%
› CodeHS 10%
› Final Exam/Final Project 20%

⦿ Course Materials
⦿ CodeHS
⦿ Getting Help: Contact me, Peers, CS tutor list

How can you help?
⦿ Have regular conversations about progress
⦿ Refer to assignment sheets/Check Schoology
⦿ Encourage student to contact me/Contact me

http://www.dist113.org/TiveronD
https://ic.dist113.org/campus/portal/township.jsp
http://www.lms.dist113.org


Why Study Computer 
Science?

⦿ The Impact of Innovation
⦿ Let’s teach kids to code
⦿ TED TALK: Let’s teach kids to Code

http://viewpure.com/Hg4U8z2OvT8
http://www.ted.com/talks/mitch_resnick_let_s_teach_kids_to_code

